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FROM THE EDITORS’ DESK

This is the second in series of the Newsletter brought out by this Directorate. In the
first issue we had tried to highlight the functioning of the various sectors of the Directorate in
order to provide a clear perspective of the various activities of the Department. Scheme-wise
details covering the progress of implementation had also been covered under the activities of
the different sections.

In this Issue an attempt is made to indicate the progress of activities of the various sectors
in this Directorate during the quarter under report. Effort has dlso been made to present a
district-wise progress of implementation of the various schemes. Since this is the first attempt
to give a district-wise review of progress of the working of this department only important activities
in the districts alone have been covered. In later issues, it is hoped to present more details in
respect of the activities in the Districts.

An added attraction of this issue is the detailed exposition of the computation of consumer
price index (Appendix I) cwrently being computed by the State Directorate. It is hoped that
this will go a long way in helping one to get acquainted with the computational aspect of the
‘Consumer Price Index.

A brief note on the survey on Workers in Coir Industry and its findings is also given in
appendix 1L

3

Any suggestions on improvement are welcome.

R. S. Kurue,

Director,
Chief Editor.
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I. AGRICULTURE AND ALLIED SEGTORS ‘

L1 Timely Réporliug Survey:  (Survey on Estimation of Area and Yield Statistics of creps)

-Thé survey under EARCS Scheme for the Agricultural year 1982-83 has been started from
July 1982. Training was imparted to the field staff during July 1982.

The wet land enumeration was started during July 1982 and the crop cutting survey on
Autumn crop paddy was conducted. Dry land enumeration has also been started and the crop
cutting experiments on other crops are in progress.

"The estimation of area and production under Autumn and Winter paddy during the
previous year was completed and the results are furnished below:

Autumn 1981
District Area in Mean yield  Production
hectares of dry paddy  of rice in
Kyg. | Hect. tonnes

Trivandrum . 14800 2129 20707
Quilon _ 24540 2425 39102
Alleppey 34047 2403 53748
Kottayam 14435 2967 28138
Tdukk: 3514 2649 6114
. Ernakulam ' 40102 2169 57138
Trichuv 41794 1719 47193
Palghat 90044 3440 203506
Malappuram 37516 1820 44860
Kozhikode - 10133 1378 9176
Cannanore 36152 © 1989 47236

State : 347077 2442 556918

\

Area under paddy, mean yield of dry paddy and proeduction of
rice—Winter 1982

District : : Area in Mean yield  Production

: : hectares of dry paddy  of rice in
Kg.[Hect. lonnes

Trivandrum 14868 2344 22897
Quilon 25087 2631 43371
" Alleppey 26231 2606 44917
Kottayam 12704 2507 21180
Idukki 5138 2868 9682
Ernakulam 41379 2316 62974
Trichur 51570 2193 74310
Palghat 86815 3069 175043
Malappuram 35830 2219 52248
Kozhikode . 14034 1565 14427
Wynad 922693 2824 42109
Cannanore 22848 2006 25996
State 356074 2518 389154

N. GEORGE JoHN,
Additional Director,
S. STHANUKRISHNA IYER,

Joint Director.
37)988|MC.



1.2 Agricultural Census in Kerala

The field work relating to the agricultural Census 1980-81 now being carried out in this .

State as a part of the All India Agricultural Census has been undertaken in all the Districts duwring
the quarter under report. The collection of basic data from the selected Agricultural holdings as
required for the Main Census has been completed in almost all the Districts and the tabulation
of data for the preparation of Table I showing the number and area of operational holding by
size classes has just been commenced. The field work relating to Input survey as a part of the
census is also in progress. ) =

S. RETNABAI AMMAL, |
Foint Director.

K. Leera KuMari,
Deputy Director.

1.3  Survey on Cost of Cultivation of Important Crops

~ The third round of the survey on cost of cultivation of important crops is in progress.
Tabulation of data relating to the study on paddy (I Round) covering the three seasons is nearing
completion.

N. GEORGE JoHN,
Additional Direclor.

4 II. INDUSTRIES

2.1  Annual Survey of Industries ' o

The report for the year 1977-78 has been finalised and sent for printing. The data in

respect of Annual Survey of Industries 1978-79 have been compiled and the fixed aggregates on

_various Industrial characteristics are being prepared. Detailed tabulation of data on Annual
Survey of Industries 1979-80 has been started.

2.2 Index of Indusirial Production

d Quarterly reports on the Index of Industrial Production for the quarter ended 31-3-1981
as well as the annual report for 1980-81 were completed during the quarter under report.

P. J. Josuua,
Assistant Director.

1II. PRICES STATISTICS

As the importance of various types of prices in any economic analysis is more and more Bein
appreciated there has been an increasing demand for the price data from various quarters lik(ga:
Central and State Departments, Institutions and Research Stations. The Director has b
declared as the Statistics Authority for this State. The price collection work of this ["i‘-'CCtorqtch
being carried out through a net work of staff spread over the entire State. o

The suitability of 2 market quotation has to be judged mainly with reference to its accen-
tance by the data users as a satisfactory indicator of the price movements. The market quotatioﬁs
are critically scrutinised and are frequently subjected to public investigation. This Division con-
tinued to collect various types of prices viz., Farm Prices, Wholesale Prices and Retail Prices
etc. These data are also utilised for the computation of economic indicators. In order to have
the picture of the price movements in the economy, various indices are being computed. )
Consumer Price Index, (2) Wholesale Price Index (3) Parity Index between prices received and paid
by the farmers. Further, the price data after scrutiny and compilation are forwarded tol o
Central and State Governments and various agencies for policy decisions and day-to-day needs

»



1.  Consumer Price Index

... Consumer Price Index is designed to measure over a period the average change in the prices
paid by the consumers for a fixed basket of goods and services. The Retail Prices of 92 items are
being collected from 20 centres for the computation of monthly consumer price index numbers for

15 centres. This division continued to collect the above prices and computed Index numbers for
these 15 centres during this quarter also.

., Table I below shows the Consumer Price Index Numbers in different centres in the State
for the quarter ending September 1982 (July, August & September).

TasLe |

Consumer Price Index Numbers

1982
Sl. No. Cenires
' Fuly August September
1 Trivandrum 245 247 . 248
2 Quilon : 251 254 256
3 Punalur 239 . 241 242
4 Alleppey 243 : 246 247
5 Kottayam ‘ 246 248 249
6 Mundakayam 238 240 240
7 - Munnar - E 241 242 243
8 Ernakulam 236 239 240
9 Chalakudy 244 246 246
10 Trichur . 246 248 249
11 Palghat ' 240 243 243
12 Malappuram 238 24 243
_ 13 Kozhikode -. . ) 244 247 . 248
.14 Meppady : 249 252 253
15

-Cannanore - : Coee - 239 - - 241 242

- (Base 1970 = 100)

2.7' Wholesale Price Index Numbers

Wholesale prices of the various commoditics from selected centres are at _present collected
under the Market Intelligence scheme. The main object of the collection of this data is to
provide for the benefit of the primary producers, a regular and prompt supply of the daily wholesale
rates of important agricultural commodities and their trend. More over this regular t:_o[lectnpn
of prices and other related data enables Government to keep a close watch over the changing price
situation and take on the spot decisions.

Weekly wholesale prices of 17 agricultural commouities are being regularly collected from 37
centres for computing wholesale price index numbers. These index numbers are being regularly
furnished to the Government of India.

The Index Numbers of Wholesale Prices of Agricultural commodities for the quarter ending
September 1982 are given below:

TABLE 2

Statement showing the wholesale prices of agricultural commodities

Period Index Numbers
July 1982 ' 509.6
August 1982 512.6
September 1982 511.6

(Base 1952-33 = 100)
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3. Index Numbers of parity between prices received and paid by farmers

] The index numbers of parity indicate the level of the prosperity of the farmer. Prices
received do not b ' '

X , y themselves give an jdéa of the prosperity of the farmers unless these are studied
in relation to the prices paid by them on items entering domestic and farm expenditure. Changes
in the relative levels of prices received and prices paid by the farmers in relation to a base period
can be measured by the index of parity between these two. For the cpmp;xtation of Parity Index
Numbers this division continued to collect Parity Index Prices of 14 items from 20 centres and
computed monthly parity index between prices recejved and paid by farmers and forwarded to
the Government of India during this quarter also. The following table gives the Parity Index

Numbers for the quarter ending September 1982.
' TaBLE 3

Statement showing the parity index numbers between the Pricgs ?eceiyed a‘.nd
h o " prices paid by the Farmers '

Period 7 _Parigy Index Numbers
July 1982 . : 87
August 1982 87
September 1982 86

4. Agricultural wages

Besides the collection of different types of prices, the data on daily wages of various categories
of labour are being collected from 20 villages in the State for the computation of Index Numbers of
skilled workers and Agricultural workers. The index numbers computed for the months of
July, August and September are given in Table 4 below: B

TaBLE 4

Statement showing the index numbers of skilled workers and agricultural workers

Skilled Labour Paddy field labour  Other Agricultural labour  Herdsmen

Month
Carpenter  Mason Men Women Men Wamen Children
July 1982 939.5 938.4 824.5 1030.6 834.9 1130.3 647.5
August 1982 949.5 945.9 827.7 1037.7 843.5 1139.0 647.5

September 1982 953.2  950.9  833.8  1045.9  843.5  1130.0  672.0
(Base 1952-53=100)

K. EaswarankuTTY,
Additional Director,
A. MEERA SamiB,
Assistant Direclor,
Rajr Prasap,
. Research Officer,
’ K. P. THrESIAMMA,
Research Qfficer.
IV. STATE INCOME ’

The State Income division is currently engaged in the revision of the estimates for State
Domestic Products for the period f;rom 1970-71 to 19§D:81,_p1';:parec_l carlier, so as to bring outa
fresh series. This revision was necessitated due to the availability } ’

: ! 7 of up-to-date data on sectors like -
Agriculture, Trade, Real Estate and Ownership of dwelling scrvices, etc.

During the quarter, the unit had an opportunity to compare their estimates for the year
1978-79, with the 'comparable estimates framed by the Central Statistical Organisation, New
Delhi. 1Since the State 'Statistical Directorates estimates on sectors like Agriculture, Manufac-
turing, Ownership of d,w:cllings were based on better data, the Central Statjstical Organisation had
agreed to revise their estimates on the 'ba.§1s of the data furnished. The Income and outlay and
capital finance accounts oflocal bodies in the State, prepared by the Division for the years from
1975-76 to 1979-80 has also been furnished to the Central Statistical Organisation for their use.
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. Analysis of the State Budget Estimates prepared by the division was very much close
with that of the Central Statistical Organisation. The State Statistical Directorate estimates on
Income originated from local bodies were more realistic, since they were based on recent data.
The Central Statistical Organisation has also expressed satisfaction on the data furnished.

N. GeorcGe Joun,
Additional Director.

V. POPULATION STATISTICS

5.1  Vital Siatistics:
(1) Cail Registration ;
Data upto the year 1977 was tabulated and forwarded to the Registrar General of Births

and‘pcaths, Government of India. The periodical monthly return of advance summary figures
on Birth and Death upto May 1982 has also been furnished to the Registrar General of India.

(2) Model Registration—Survey on cause of death on rural areas

The monthly and half yearly reports received from the primary health centres were
orwarded to the Registrar General of India.

(3) Scheme for Medical Certification of cause of death

Report for the year 1978 is under preparation.

(4)  Improvement of Vital Statistics in Municipalities spot check

The annual report for 1977 is under revision according to the revised mid-year population
of 1977 estimated from the 1981 census figures.
5.2 Sample Registration

Thirt}lf—fourth half yearly survey covering the period from January to June 1982 is in
progress inall the districts. Out of 150 units the survey is over in 61 samples.

Results of the thirty-third half yearly survey covering the period of January to June 1981
relating to all the 150 sample units were sent to the Registrar General.

Annual report on Sample Registration Scheme for the year 1978 has been published.
Annual report for 1979 is ready for printing. Birth and Death’ rates for Kerala—rural for
1978 to 1980 are given below: -

Year Birth rate - Death rate Infant mortality rate

1978 25.8 7.2 ' 44.8

1979 26.8 7.2 48.5

1980 ° 26.9 7.1 42.3
{Provisional)

5.3  Population Research Cenire—Studies Completed during the gquarter
1. Study on the sample survey to estimate the birth and death rates in the Primary Health
Centre, Perumkadavila.

2. Recent trends in Family Welfare Programme in the State especially the impact or.
fertility.

B The final report has already been prepared and sent to the Government of India.

The following studies are in progress:—
. 1. Current Evaluation of Family Welfare Programme in Malappuram Diswrict.
Tabulation of "data has been completed and the report is being prepared.
The preliminary work of a similar survey in respect of Alleppey. District has been started.
2. Socio-cconomic Survey in sample registration villages in Trivandrum District.
71988 MC.




The report is being finalised.

3. District-wise vital rates from sample registration data.

4. Oral contraceptive programme (oral pills programme)

5. Study on impact of migration on fertility.

The main object of the survey is to assess the overall impact of migration on fertility

in the State. Theward selection is completed and training class has already been conducted
to field workers to impart sufficient knowledge so as to enable them to do the field enquiry

properly. .
M. K. BusakaArRa PIiLraj,
Deputy Director.

A, P. PATEROSE,
Assistant Director.

M. Suamsuppin,.
Assistant Director;

M. SERVERKHAN,
Regional Statistical O fficer.

VI. SOCIAL STATISTICS

6.1 Manpower

Tabulation of data collected in respect of the study on "educated unemployed harijans has
been completed and the report on the above study is in progress. The scrutiny of filled-in
schedules, in respect of census of Government employeesin Kerala State Road Transport Cor-
poration and Kerala State Electricity Board has been started.

S. SuNeeTHA,
Assistant Director.

6.2 Labour

The annual return under the Factories Act, 1948 relating to the year 1980 was finalised
and sent to the Labour Bureau Simla. Itis observed that the number of working factories
which stood at 3040 in 1970 hasrisen to 9106 at the end of 1980, registering 199.539% of
decennial growth. The total employment in registered factories was 3.00 lakhs at the end of
1980 as against 2.05 lakhs in 1970. The growth rate in _employment over the decade is
45.34%. A disturbing trend revealed from the 1980 return is the increzsingly poor response on
the part of factory management ln.fm'mshlr}g' statutory returns. The percentage of factories -
furnishing returns has been progressively diminishing over the past decade. Starting from 67.69%,
1970 and climbing down through the years, an all time low level of 47.00% was reached in
1980. The annual return under payment of Wages Act, 1936.was also compiled and sent to the
Labour Burcau during the quarter.

6.3 Housing

The second Regional Conference of Northern States was held at Simla under the auspices
of the National Buildings Organisation. This Conference discussed the existing position of
the availability of housing statistics at the State level and formulated suggestions for improvement.
Thesuggestions of the Conference include a quinquennial housing census in the pattern of the Live
Stock Census, arranging frequent meetings of State Level functionaries in order to facilitate
exchange of views and ideas, ctc.

6.4 Woage Structure Survey

The survey is conducted in quinquennial rounds. T]_'ne Pl'evious round having terminated
on 31-3-1982, the new round for 1982-87 has been started in "April 1982, Wage rates are collec-
ted for Construction Sector and Trade and Commerce Sector on quarterly basis and this
work continued during the quarter ended 30-9-1982 also.

E. P. Raman NamBoODIR]I,
Assistant Director,
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VII. SOCIO ECONOMIC SURVEYS
7.1 Economic Census 1980

The second Economic Census was carried out in the State during March-May 1980
along with the house listing operations of the 1981 population Census. ’

" Besides non-agricultural establishments and own account enterprises (i.e.,) (enterprises
run wholly by household members) agricultural enterpriscs excluding crop: production and plan-
tation were also covered in this census.

Report based on quick tabulation shows that there are 9.27 lakh enterprises in the State
providing employment to 25.35 lakh persons. The number of own account enterprises comes
to 6.05 lakhs. There are 15.83 lakh hired persons employed in the 3.21 lakh establish-
ments.

. The District-wise distribution of enterprises in the State is given in the statement
appended.
7.2  Survey on workers in Coir Industry

In June-October 1981, the Department has conducted a survey to identify Coir Workers
in the State as part of the Employn}ent Generation Scheme. The survey was conducted in 236
villages spread in 30 taluks from Neyyattinkara to Kasargode. The data collection was done

. by 600 unemployed persons who were appointed for a period of two months for a consolidated

remuneration of Rs. 400 each.

Detailed tabulation of the data collected has been done and the final report prepared
and -released. There are 2.8 lakh coir workers in the coir manufacturing sector. About 47.0%
of the coir workers are concentrated in Alleppey District. During the course of the survey,
94127 production units were identified in the coir industry. ’

About 56.6% of the workers engaged in the coir industry are self employed.

7.3  National Sample Survey

The Department has been participating in the National Sample Survey from 1955
onwards on an equal matching basis. The subject covered in the last few rounds are given
below:

Ecoxoymic Census—Provisionar RESuLTs

Statement 1.0 (iii) District-wise number of enterprises and number of persons
usually working

Enterprises Persons usually working
District-wise rural urban Total Agricultural  Non-agri-  Allenter-  Agricultural  Non-agri-
combined cultural prises enterprises  cultural
enterprises
(1) (2) () I C ) () (6) {7)

1 Cannanore 119203 6243 112960 282277 9921 272356
2 Kozhikode 91183 3924 87239 237288 6721 230567
3. Malappuram 64256 3535 60721 134360 3107 1299253
4 Palghat : 66747 1483 65264 1 93{343 2394 163449
5 Trichur 96564 6284 90280 252509 8734 243775
6 Ernakulam 96590 5637 90953 304155 7602 296553
7 Idukki 27059 1727 25332 64354 2161 62193
8 Kottayam 63561 2947 60614 162091 3505 158586
9 Alleppey . 111712 10223 101489 279262 20245 259017
10 Quilon 103407 6017 97390 36271’9 13906 351873
11 Trivandrum 86902 6185 80717 287319 9177 278142

State (urban rural combined) 927184 54205 872979 2535237 89473 2445764







