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PREFACE

This report presents the adjusted vital rates of births and
deaths of the selected Municipalities and Corporations for the year
2007. The rates have been estimated from the registered births and
deaths of the normal residents after making adjustments for under
registration and for the Same occurring outside the
Municipal/Corporation areas, using the results of spot check survey
‘ conducted in the above places. ‘ Details of twenty—nine
Mun.icipalities and five Corporations are Iincluded in this.report. The
vital statistics unit of the Department of Economics and Statistics
has prepared the report under the supervision of Sri. D Rajan,
Additional Director, Smt. Leelamony. S, Deputy Director Smt. K.
Shailamma, Assistant Director and Sri. Thamban. K, Research

Assistant have contributed substantially in bringing out the report.

Sd/-
* Thiruvananthapuram, : M.R.Balakrishnan
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Introduction

The Civil Registration System was introduced in India under the Births and
Deaths Registration Act Charted by parliament in 1969. The Act stipulates that every
event should be registered in the respective registration units (local self Government)
based on the place of occurrence. As per the existing rule every event should be
registered within 21 days from the date of its occurrence. Even though the Act
stipulates both fine and punishment, non-registration of events exists to a certain
extent. In order to ward off such inaccuracies, a corrective measure is devised viz
the spot-check survey.

One of the important classifications in population data is the rural-urban
breakup. In Kerala the number of vital events happening in urban areas is always
higher than that in the rural areas. It shows that the rate of registration of vital events
in urban areas is always higher than that in the rural area. Modern health facilities
are generally available in the urban areas. Rural peop!e_, because of their knowledg‘e
on health activities and access to modern health facilities usually resort to urban
areas to avail such facilities. Usually the under registration in rural areas is higher
than that in urban areas especially in the case of deaths. This is because, most of
the deaths in rural areas happened in the house and the ﬁeople are not interested to
register deaths due -to the unawareness about the importance of registration.
Another important fact is that both rural and urban population tends to hide incidence
of suicide and illicit termination of pregnancy. Similarly, there exists gross under
registration of vital events such as Infant deaths and Stillbirths in the State.
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Obijectives of the survey

The main objectives of the survey are furnished below:

1. To estimate the extent of under registration of vital events in the selected
Municipalities/Corporations and to work out the actual vital rates in these

areas.
2. To estimate the residential vital rates of these Municipalities/Corporations

3 To find out the major diseases that lead to deaths in the selected urban
areas of the state '

Coverage of the survey

The scheme is designed to strengthen the Vital Statistics in the selected
Municipalities and corporatidns. It is implemented in five Corporations and twenty-
nine Municipalities in the State. The list of Municipalities / Corporations and the
statistical staff working in these centres are given below: |

SL.No. | Name.of Municipalities / : Statistical Staff
Corporation Statistical Research Assistant | Total
Assistant Gr.|

1 Neyyattinkara (M) 1 0 1
20 Thiruvananthapuram ( C) 2 1 &
3 Attingal (M) 1 0 1
4 Kollam (C ) 2 1 3
5 Punalur (M) ‘ 1 0 1
6 Kayamkulam (M ) 1 0 1
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T Mavelikara (M) 1 0 1
8 Alappuzha (M) 2 | 1 3
Cherthala (M) 1 0 1

10 Thiruvalla (M) 1 0 1
11 Changanassery (M) 1 0 1
12 Kottayam (M) 1 | 0 1
13 Pala (M) 1 10 1
14 Vaikom (M) 41 0 1
15 Muvattupuzha (M) 1 0 1
16 Kochi (C) s 1 3
17 Aluva (M) 1 0 1
18 North Paroor (M) 1 0 1
19 Perumbavur (M) 1 0 1
20 Irinjalakuda (M) 1 | 0 1
21 Kodungallur (M) 1 ; 0 1
22 Chalakudy (M) 1 | 0 1
2 Thrissur (C) 1 0 1
24 Guruvayur (M) 1 0 1
25 Kunnamkulam (M) 1 0, | 1
26 Palakkad (M) 1 10 1
27 | Chittoor —Thathamangalam (M) | 1 0 1
28 Thirur (M) 1 | 0 I 1
29 | Malappuram (M) 1 0 1
30 Kozhikode (C) 2 I 1 3
31 Vadakara (M) 1 0 1
32 Thalassery (M) 1 0 1
33 Kannur (M) 1 0 1
34 Kasaragod (M) 1 0 1
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The fieldwork pertaining to the survey was carried out in all centers. For
conducting fieldwork of the survey fifteen wards have been randomly selected from
each unit ‘except Alappuzha Municipality. 25 wards have been selected from
Alappuzha Municipality. The statistical staff posted in the Municipalities/Corporations
“have visited all houses of the selected wards and collected the required data in the

prescribed schedules.

Limitations of the survey

Since the survey is implemented only in the urban areas,extent of under
registration in thé rural areas cannot be estimated. This is a striking limitation of the
survey. One of the main objectives oi; the survey is to find out -the under registration
of vital events. However, the data derived from the survey is partial. In order to
- obtain a total picture of the rate of under —registration in urban areas, the remaining
urban areas of the state should also be brought under the puNiew of the survey. If
this survey is extended to rural areas, a comparative study between urban and rural
level of under registration could also be made possible. Similarly the State level
under registration can be estimated only if this survey is further extended to rural
areas and the remainjng Municipalities of the State. \

Analysis and Findings of the Survey

. Table1 provides the estimated midyear population of the selected
Municipalities_and Corporatiqns. It is obvious from the fable that the population of all
Municipalities/Corporations shows an increasing trend. Out of 34 selected centers,
the Highest midyear population is recorded in Thiruvananthapuram Corporatidn and
the lowest in Guruvayur municipality. Among municipalities, the highest is in

: Alappuzha.

The number of Educational Institutions both in Government and private
sector existing in the selected municipalities/corporations are presented in table 2,

Among all centers, Kochi corporation has the maximum number of institutions The

total number of institutions in Kochi Corporation s 233 followed by'
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’Thlruvananthapuram Corporation with 217 numbers. In the case of municipalities,
the highest number of institution, 85 is recorded from Thalassery municipality.

Guruvayur Municipality have only 8 Educational Institutions, Kochi Corporation stood
first pertaining to the number of Techinical Institutions in Private Sector.

Details of Medical Instituions and their number both in the public and
private sector existing in the selected Municipalities/Corporations are presented in
table 3. Number of hospitals in the private sector is higher than that in the
Government sector. Among all centers, Thiruvananthapuram Corporation has the
highest number of government hospitals 19, followed by Cochin Corporation with 18.
In the case of Municipalities Tirur has the highest number of government hospitals.
Considering the bed strength in government hospitals Thiruvananthapuram
Corporation stood first with 7019 numbers followed by Kozhikkode Corporation with
4079. In the case of private hospitals the maximum number of hospitals is recorded
in Cochin Corporation with 68 followed by Thiruvananthapuram with 53.

In the case of government dispensaries and other institutions it is the highest
in Thiruvananthapuram Corporation with 21 followed by Kozhikkode Corporation with
17. Considering the strength of private dispensaries and other institutions,
Alappuzha municipality stood first with 127 followed by Kozhikkode Corporation and

vadakara municipality with 106 and 97 respectively.

- The number of maternity and child health centers in public sector was highest
in Kozhikkode Corporation with 20 followed by 13 in Cochin and 12 in Kollam
Corporations. In the private sector such facilities do not exist anywhere else in the
entire state except in Thiruvana_nthapuram, Kollam, Kozhikode Corporations and
Attingal Municipality.

In table 4 the details regarding the number of registration units, area
and population of the selected centers are furnished.  Thiruvananthapuram
Corporation has the largest area 141. 74 sq. km among the corporation followed by
Thrissur Corporation with 101.42 sq. km. When municipalites are taken into
consideration, Alappuzha covers the largest area 46.77 sq. km followed by Punalur
municipality with 34.60 sq. km. Considering the density of population the highest is
recorded in Kollam Corporation, i.e. 6607 /sq. km. followed by Kochi Corporation
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