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SEASON AND CROP REPORT -1972.73
+ FOREWORD

This report is the 14th in the series of season and crop reports relating
to Kerala State, It deals w'th the different aspects of the agricultural

economy of the State pertaining to the year 1972.73, 'The report consists
of four parts as detailed below:—

e
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Part 11  Summary tables

Part 1l Detailed tables .
Part IV Appendix
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SEASON AND CROP REPORT FOR KERALA STATE 19/2-73

1. Introduction

Kerala is a small State occupying only 1.27% of the total area of the
countrv. The State hasa geographical area of 38585 Sq. KM\, ard its
coasiz! line runs into 5380 KM. It lies in the South West corner of India
between 8° 18’ and 12° 48’ north latitudes and 74° 52' and 77° 22’ east
longitudes its width varies between 130 KM. in the middle to 32 KM. in the
extremities, |

The undulating topography has created three district natural divisions
in the State. They are the low land, the midland, and the¢ highland, The
low land extends over the sea and the high land includes the forests of the
Westernghats, The area lying in between the two regions is the midland.
These natural divisions of the State have beenmainly responsible for its
diversity in plant growth.

The high land is the most suited region for the cultivation of plantation
crops whereas paddy and cocoanut are abundant in the low land. Numerous
crops are cultivated in the midland region in varying scales. The importan
among them are paddy, tapioca, cocoanut, arecanut, pepper, ginger and
sugarcane,

The State has a normal rainfall of about 3000 mun. per  annum. Bath
the South-West and North-East monsoon give good rain to theStare. There
are 44 rivers in the State. Of these 41 are West flowing and three are east
fiowing . The backwaters of the State with their connecting canals provide
immense facilities of inland navigation.

The State is divided into 11 districts and 57 taluks. The districes are
Trivandrum, Quilon, Alleppey, Kottayam, Idikki, Ernakulam, Trichur,
Palghat Malappuram, Kozhikode and Cannanore,

Agriculture is the main occupation of the people. The distinctive
feature of the states agricultureis the diversity of cropsgrown and the hetero-
geneity in cultivation. Paddy is the most important crop of the State, Three
crops of paddy are raised in a year. They are Autumn (Virippu) Winter
gMundakan) and Summer (Punja). Other seasonal crops cultivated in the

tate are tapioca, sugarcane, banana, pulses sesamum, ragi, groundnut,
ginger, turmeric and cotton. Perennial and semo-perennial crops like
cocoanut, arecanut, cashew, pepper and plantation crops like rubber. tea.
coffee and cardamom are also grown abundantly in the State,

2, Population : :

The population of the State as per 1971 census is 213 .47 lakhs and the
density of population is 549 per S? km. The estimited population 2s on Ist
March 19}?3015 223 lakhs. The fellowing table gives the details of 1971
census population.
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DISTRICT-WISE POPULATION AND DENSITY

= —

District Population Densnv}Sq km.
(in lakhs)

1971 1971
KERALA 213.47 549
1. QCannanore 23.05 415
2. Kozhikode 21,06 5?5
3. Malappuram 13,06 510
4, Palghat 16,85 383
5 Trichur 21,29, 702
6. Ernakulam 21.64 914
7. Kottayam 15,39 697
8. Idikki 2.65 - 149
9. Alleppey 21,26 1128
10.  Qnilon 24,13 522
II . Trwaudrum 21..99 1003

o

- i —— o —

The ier capita land available for cultivation in the State is 0,12
hectare whereas the per capita cultlvatt:d land is 0,11 hectare.

Kerala has the highest % of literacy among the Indian states. According
to the 1971 census the literacy rate in Keiala (60.16%) is more than double
the rate in All India (29.327%). The census figures also reveal that male
literacy has gone up from 54 979, in 1961 to 66.54% in 1971 and female
literacy has shown a more remarkable increase from 38.83% in 1961 1o

53.90% in 1971.

3. Rainfall

The normal rainfall in the State varies from 2001 mm, in Trivandrum
District to 3796 mm. in Kozhikode District. The normal ard actual
rainfall during 1972-73 are furnished below:-

-

Rainfall
TABLE 11
Dist ict Normal rainfall Actual rainfall
(mm) (mm) 1972-73
Terandrom 9001 2374 '
Quilon 92760 9555
Alleppey 3012 2633
Kottayam 3083 2355
Idikki X 2861
Ernakulam 3578 3128

Trichur 3177 2637

d
|
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District Normal rainfall Actual rainfall
(mm) (mm) 1972-73
_________._—_._—__——_-——-—-—_-—___—_

Palghat 2398 2328
Malappuram 23800 - 2667
Kozhikode 3796 3419
- Cannanore 3438 2786
STATE 3014 2704

Information on district wise details of normal and average rainfall has
been furnished in tables 1.1 and 1.2 of Part 111.

4, Soeil

Different types of soil are seen in the State, They can be classified a8
shown below:—

|. Hilly and forest soil seen all along the eastern portion of the State.

2. The sandy soil seen all along the coastal belt.
3. The laterite soil seen in the midland.

4. The black soil which occurs as patches seen in the eastern border
of the Palghat District.

The peat or kari soil seea in Alleppey District.

6. The alluvial soil scen all along the southern and eastern parts of
Vembanad lake and in small patches in Trivandrum district.

7. The red soil found in the extreme tip of Trivaidrum taluk,
Statement showing detailed classification of svil is given In appen-

dix 6 of Part 1V.
5. Communication facilities

The transport and communicati - yew of the State isa well deve-
loped one. There is net work of roads cunnecting the different parts of the
State. Lventhough there is a rail link conn:ct ng Kasargode in the north
to Trivandrum in the south, the interior parts of the State are not served by
railways. Further, the change from broadgauge to metre-gauge at Erna-
kulam creates inconyenience due to the tran hipmen. involved. The
proposed conversion of the Ernakulam-Trivan rum section of the metre-
gauge line into bioad-gauge is expected to obviate this difficulty. The
wa ier transport system of the state is a unique feature highly significant in
the economy of the State, There are 2 aerodromes in the State at Cochin

and Trivandrum,
6. Land Utilisation.

The Land Utilisation particulars o the Siate relauug to 1972-73 have
been furnished in Table A of the summary'abies and district-wise details
for 1972-73 are given in table 2.1 of the detailed tabies. Details of areas

under different types of use are given below:—
37/712/B.
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1. Total area of the State.~The total arca of the state according to
village papers is 3,858,523 hectares. The district=wise break-up of this area

4

‘Tl T Ll BN S

~ is furnished below:—
Table III

District Area in hectares Percentage Area as per

1971 census
Trivandrum 216095 5.6 219200
Quilon 469051 12.2 462300
Alleppey 186790 4 8 188400
~Kottayam 215695 5.6 219600
Idukki 506775 13.1 508700
Ernakulam 221183 0 237700
Trichur 299149 7.8 303200
Palghat 437087 11.3 440000
Malappuram 363045 0 4 363800
Kozhikode 366991 9.9 372900
Cannanore 576661 15.0 570600
STATE 3858523 100,0 3886400

2, Forest——The area under forest during 1972-73 is 1054854 hectares,
The district-wise area during 1971-72 and 1972-78 is furnished in the
following table,

Table IV
District Area under fore;t in HecCtares
1971-72 1972-73

Trivandrum 43849 43849
Quilon 210651 210651

Alleppey eol3 513
Kottayam 252919 6398
Idukki 299221
Ernakulam 55212 2512
Urichur 132369 132369
Palghat 67185 67185
Malappuram 97627 97627
Kozhikode 128607 128607
Cannannre 63932 65932
TorAaL 1054864 1054864
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3. Land put lo nan-ﬁgricultumf uses.-~1he land put fo non-agricultural uses
during the year is 275726 hectares, whereas the corresponding fijure for the
previous year is 276592 hectares. The district-wise break-up is furnished in

the following- table,

Tasre No. V
Area under non-agricultural uses (Hectares)
District N ————
1971-72 1972-73
L T e e
Trivandrum 15507 15845
Quilou | 15500 14983
Alleppey 12981 12500
Kottayam 17989 12113
Idukki & 13704
FErnakulam ’ 25828 20857
Trichur 16577 17191
Palghat 46911 48787
Malappuram 13219 13184
Kozhikode | 49390 45126
Cannanore 62690 61436
STATE 276592 275726

e e e i —

4  Barren and uncultivable land.—The area under this category during the
year is 67731 hectares as against 68655 hectares in the previous year.

5. Permanent pastures and grazing land;—The area under this category cf
land is 27800 hectares.

6. Land under miscellaneous tree crops.—The land under this category dur-
ing the land is 115007 hectares whereas the estimate for the previous year is
121312 hectarecs,

7 Cullivable waste land.—The area under the above category is estimated

to be 74010 hectares during the year as avainst the corresponding esumate
of 77618 he ‘tares in the previous year, The district-wise estimates of area

are furnished in the following table,

Tasre No. VI

B AR AT ORGSR, T e i
Cultivable waste land (hectares)

District e e e et e e g
- 1971.72 1972-73

R L O ST sl (ORI = i P

TR @) oo 3)
Trivandrum 566 433
Quilon 1997 2157
Alleppey 861 775

Kottayam 15705 L3



-—-i-lllll-—-_-—_l——_-——_..________

(1) ) (2) (3)
Idukki 455 13401
Ernakulam 1849 1805
Trichur 1799 1871
Palghat 4158 4096
Malappuram 23460 22639
Kozhikode 3119 8359
Cannanore 18104 16816

STATE 74010

77618

-

The area of cultivable waste land is minimum in Trivandrum District

and maximum in Malappuram District.

8. Fallow land other than current fallow,— An areca of 20732 hectares is
estimated to be under the above category during the period. The correspond
Ing estimate for the previous year is 21274 hectares.

9. Current fallow.—The 1a d woder this category is estimated to he

25664 hectares during the year ascompared to 23379 hectares for the
previous year. The district-wise esiimates are given in the following table.

TABLE No. VII
Current fallow (Hectares)
District T S — e TR o
b 0 1972-73
Trivandrum 263 239
Quilon 434 399
Alleppey 528 594
Kottayam 3381 2257
Idukki 5o 3490
Ernakulam 3189 3691
Trichur 1765 1554
Palghat 2422 2277
Malappuram 2462 4057
Kozhikode 2585 2350
Cannanore 4350 4756
STATE 23379 25664

e

e



10. Vet area sown:—The net area sow: during the year is 2196989
hectares as against 2187029 hectares during the previous year. District-
wise area is given in the tollowing table.

District —

1971-72 1972.73

Trivandrum 153409 153245
Quilon 230013 230723
Alleppey 163846 164454
Kottayam =077 183554
Idukki % 165644
Ernakulam 222530 186160
Trichur 138179 139560
Palghat 287149 289091
Malappuram 210138 212239
Kozhikode 157765 163579
Cannanore 302923 308740
STATE 2187029 2196989

TaBrLe No. VIII

Net area sown (hectares)

11. . Area sown more than once.—Area sown more than once has increased
from 771327 hectares to 789489 hectares during the yvear. The tahle showing
district-wise details is given below :—

Tanie Nn, IV

Area sown more than once (hectares)
District —— e e —

- 1971-72 1972.73

Trivandrum 06045 95778
Quilon 126296 128558
Alleppey 69321 72540
Kottayam 45885 86810
Idukki ‘s 2576
Ernakulam 62231 35471
Trichur 107118 104222
Palghat 50225 21025
Malappuram “ 46168 45326
Kozhikode 112278 112062
Cannanore 53760 35112
STATE 771297 789489
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It is “ecn from the above iable that the area under multiple cropping is
the maximum in Quilon District and the minimum in Idukki District.

12. Tolal cvopped area.—The total cropped area in the State during the
vear is 2986478 hectares as against 2958356 hectares in the preyious year, A
consistently increasing trend is noticed in the total cropped area for the past

few years.

The district-wise details of both net area sown and total cropped area
are furnished in the following table.

TasLe No, X
Net area Total cropped 9 of total

Distriey SOWN area cropped

1972.73 1972-73 area to

net mﬂ-

sowmn

Trivandrum 153245 249023 162
Quilon 230723 359281 156
Alleppey | 164454 237008 144
Kottayam 183554 270364 147
Idukki 165644 168220 102
Ernakulam 186160 221631 119
Trichur 139560 243782 175
Palghat 289091 340116 118
Malappuram 212239 257565 121
Kozhikode 163579 275641 169
Cannanore _ 308740 363852 118
STATE 2196989 2986478 136

7. Area under crops~Details of area under food and non-food crops in
the State are given in Table C of the summary tables and the district-wise
area is given in Table 3.1 of the detailed tables.

A. Food crops.—The arca un:'er food crops during the year is 1849896
hectares whereas the corresponding figure for the previous year is
1846993 hectares. The area under food crops accounts for 61,99 of the

total cropped area.
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The district-wise arca under food crops and its percentage tc total
cropped area are furnished in the table given below.—

TAsLE No. XI
Y Total Area under  Percentage Area under
cropped food _ of area food crops
District area CTOps under food  as % to
crops to total
total cropped
covered area
by each |
district
Trivandrum 249023 161321 8.4 64.8
Quilon 359281 210849 12.0 58.7
Alleppey 237003 147594 7.9 62.3
+ Kottayam | 270364 138872 9.1 51.4
Idukki 168220 80950 5.6 48.1
Ernakulam 221631 137235 7.4 61.9
Trichur 243782 170008 8.2 69.7
Palghat 340116 283079 11 .4 77.3
Malappuram 257565 163011 8 6 63.3
Kozhikode 275641 135132 9.2 49.0
Cannanorc 363852 241845 12, 66.5
61.9

STATE 2986478 1849896 100.0

The relative importance of some of the principal crops in t;l-; overall
picture of the state’s food crops is discussed in the following paragraphs.

. 1. Paddy.—The arca un'er paddy during the year is 873704 hectares ag
against 875157 hectares in the previous year.  The district-wise area under
the crop for the year in comparison with that of the previous year is given
in the fellowing table.

TasrLe No. XII
Area under paddy (hectares)

j’

_-q-..-_—-_

District : -
1971-72 1972-73
(1) (2) . (3)
Trivandrum 39496 39486
Quilon 51729 511355
Alleppey 85162 91131
~ Kottayam 50034 44477
Idukki . 13648
Ernakulam 93691 86130
b e - v p e e e P weree..
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e e e e~ ==, —“-——-_H
Trichur 115267 110492
Palghat 182597 182231
Malappuram 92892 92449
Kozhikode 65587 64549
Cannanore 98702 97957
STATE 8/0197 873704

The extent of paddy cultivation is the _highest in Paigh;t district and
the lowest in Idukki district,

The district-wise percentage distr purion o, atea under paddy and the
percentage of area under paddy to the total cropped area have been fur-

nished in the following table.

Area under Percentage Percentage :;:l:f'arca
District paddy to total rinder plad e
(hect.) the total cropped
area

Trivandrum 39486 4,5 25.8
Quilon 51155 29 22.2
Alleppey 91131 10.4 25 .4
Kottayam 44477 5.1 24.2
Idukki 13648 1.6 8.2
Ernakulam 86130 : 9.9 46.3
Trichur 110492 12,6 79.2
Palghat 182231 20.8 63.0
Malappuram 92449 10.6 43.6
Kozhikode 64548 7.4 39:5
Cannanore 97957 11,2 31.7
STATE 873704 100.0 39.8

2.  Other cereals and millets.—The area under other cereals an;l millets
during the year is 5177 hectares. ' Besides this jowar and ragi were also cul-
tivated In area of 1519 hectares and 4994 hectares respectizely.,

3. Pulses,—The estimate of area under this crop 1s 37557 hectares as
against 37679 during the previous year. About one-third of the total area
under this crop is in Palghat District. |

4. Sugarcane.—The Sugarcane was cultivated during the year in an area
of 7765 hectares. The corresponding area tor the prcvious year is 7579
hectares. Alleppey is the leading Sugarcane growing district in the State.

5. Pepper.—The area under pepper during the year in 116343 hectares
whereas it was, 116343 hectares in the previons year. Cannanore and Kozhi-
kole are the leading districts in the cultivaiion of this crop.
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6. Chillies.—The estimaie of arca under the crop for the year is 3205
hectares. The crop is cultivated mainly in Cannanore district of the State.

7. Ginger.—During the year the area under the crop is estimated to be a
11802 hectares as against 11873 in the previous year. Kottayam and Kozhi-
kode are the major ginger-growing districts of the State.

8. Turmeric.—The area under the crop is 4185 hectares.

9. Cardamom.—The area under Cardamom during the vear is 47490
hectares. The cultivation of the crop i+ almost entirely confined to Idukki
District.

10. Arecanut.—Arecaut accounts for an area ol 88633 hectares during

the year, The correspinding estimate [r the previous year is 36659 hectares.
Cann .nore, Malappuram and Trichur are the leading districts in arecanut

cultivation.

11. Mangoes—The area under mngo cultvaticn during tie year is
57123 hectares as against 56162 hectares in the previous year,

12. Banana.—The area under the crop during tiie year 9148 hectares
whereas it was 9207 hectares in the previous year.

13. Other plantains.—The area under other plantains decreased from
38681 hectares to 38139 hectares during the year.

14. Cashew.—Duving the year the area under the crop is 101493 hectares
as against 100661 hectares in the previous year. Cannanore is the leading
district in Casiew cultivation

15, Tapioca.—~Tapioca is an important food crop cultivated in the State
most cxtensively. Quilon is the leading district in respect of Tapioca culti-
vation* It is closely tollowed by Trivandrum. The total area under the
crop during the year is 304828 hectares, as against 303262 hectares during
the previous year.

B, Non-Food Crops:—

l. Groundnut.—This crop is cultivated only in Palghat District. The area
under the crop during the year is 16044 hectares as against 14692 Lectares in
the previous year.

2. Sesamum.—~During the year this erop 18 estimated to be cultivate! in an
area of 11780 hectares as against 11781 in the previous year. The maximum
area under the crop is in Alleppey District.

3. Coceanut.—Cocoanut is one of the major crops of the State. It is cul-
tivated extensively in all the di tricis of the State, The total arca under the
crop during the year is 745429 hectares as against 730260 hectares in the
previous year. Quilon is the leading district in Gocoanut cultivation,

4. (Cotton.—It is a localised crop cultivated only in Palghat District.
The area under the crop during the year is 7476 hectares,

37/712/B
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5. Tobacco.—Tobacco is cultivated only in Cannanore BDisiricts of the
State. The arca has decreased from 804 hectares in 1971-72 to 675 hecta: es

“in 1972-73.

6. 7Zea.—The area under the crop s 38377 hectares as against 37083
hectares in the previous year. Idikki District accouuts for the major part

of the area under the crop. .

7. Coffee.—Kozhikode is the leading distiict in coffee cultivaiion. The
total area under the crop during the year is 34651 hectares as compared to
32855 hectares in the previous year.

0. Rubber.—Rubber is one of the important plantation crops of the
State. [tis cultivated in an area of 195608 hectares. Kottayam, Quilon,
Ernakulam «nd C.nnanore are the m jor Ginger growing districts of the
State. |
8, Irrigation

The net area irrigated in the State during the year is 446338 hectares
as compared to 438857 hectares in the previous year. Government canals
are the major source of irrigution in the State. The percentage of net area

irrigated to net area sown is 20.30.

The gross area irrigated is 622509 hectares. The percentage of gross
area irrigated to total cropped area is 20.86. The source-wise and Crop-~
wise irrigated area in the .State is given in tables B-1 and B-2 of the

summary tables respectively.

9. Weather and Crop Conditions

I rivandrum District.—There was adequate and timely rainfall during
the khariff season and the conditions were far-ourable for the growth of
crops. In the rabi season there was excessive rain and consequent crop
drainage in parts of Trivandrum and Neyyattinkara taluks. Summer paddy
was drought affected during the months of March and April. Yield from
summer paddy was poor.

Quilon Districi.—During the khariff season there was heavy rainfall.
There was minor losses in the case of crop like paddy, tapioca, banana,
Sugarcane ctc., in various parts of Pathanamthitta, Karunagappally and
Kottarakara taluks. In the rabi season madequate rain and drought were
experienced in different parts of the disirict. There was o rain at all for
the three months from January 1973. Winter paddy was little affected by
the weather conditions. The yield rate of cocoanut and arecanut was also

normal

Al'eppey / istrict.—There was very heavy rain flood in low lying lands
during the khariff season. Paddy crop was shghtly damaged during the
séason. During the rabi season untimely rain and drought affected crops
like paddy, coconut, arccanut, sugarcane etc. Pest attack was also prevalent
all over ti.e district. The loss caused is not heavy, thanks to timely preventive

measures taken by the concerned authorities.
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Kottayam District.—The rainfall was adcequate and timely during the
khariff season only in Vaikom taluk the paddy crop was affected due to
excessive rain, The damage caused was negligible. The rainfall and
weather conditions were good during rabi season. In Kottayam and
Mecenachil taluks also paddy crops was damaged to varying extents due to
pest attick. Other crops which sustained minor losses were plantation,
tapioca, cocoanut, etc. The estimated quantity of loss is negligible.

1dikki District —The rainfall and weather - conditions in  this district
were quite normal. The crops grown in the district are predominantly
plantation crops. Vagaries of natu-e do not usually affect them.

Ernakulam District.—Rainfall was adequate and good. There was no
damage to crops during the khariff season. The only factor affecting the
yield rate of crors was the inadequate supply of chemical fertilisers. In
rabi season however, drought conditions prevailed in parts of the district.
This affected crops grown i unirrigated regions. ~However pest attack and
consequent damage to crops were common in the district,

Trichur District.—There was heavy rain and flood in parts of the district
during khariff season. Trichur, ‘Talappilly and Kodungallur taluks got
flooded and suffercd crop damages in varying de.rees. Untimely rain and
drought affected crops in some parts of the district during the rabl seasop
Cultivation of summer paddy was delayed in almost all parts of the district
for want time'y rainfall. ! ainfall conditions were favourable for the growth
of other crops such as cocoanut, arecanut, pepper etc.

Palghat District.—There was adfquate quantity of rainfall. But the
belated start of monsoon adversely affected khariff paddy in Mannarthat
taluk. inthe rabi season, paddy crop was uniformly good. There was
pest attack in several parts of the. district. This caused «amage to crop in
varying mieasures. The predominatly cultivated crop in this district was
paddy. Groundnut, Cocoanut, Sugarcane, ¢tc. are the minor crops. Thesc

crops were good in the year.

Malappuram.—During the khariff season, rainfall was adequate and
timely. But in the rabi season there was prolonged r'ry spell. Winter crop
of paddy was slightly affected for want of adequate rainfall. Paddy,
tapioca, Cocoanut, Arecanut, and cr-shew are the important crops of the
district. In addition to these, Vegetables are also cultivated on a large

scale.

Kozhikode District.—The monsoon came laty and gave untimely showers
i the coastal taluks of the district. This affected crops like pzddy, pulses,
tapioca, etc. Sevcral parts in Kozhikode, Quilandy a1 d Badagara were
thus affected by untimely rain and flhod in the khariff season. In the rabi
season, severe drought conditions prevailed especially towards the end of
the season. This affected badly the late sywing crops. The amount of
jamage caused to crops was not heavy. In S.Wynad taluk the predominant
srops cultivated were rubber, coffee, tapioca, ginger, ¢ic. These crops were
ot considerably affected by the vagaries of weather.
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taluks during the

and flovd caused minor damages to
In rabi season

and banana.

khar-iff seas n.

'n other parts of the district h

craps such as coconut, arecanut,

miall conditions were aormal and lavourable
ps in Lellicherry, raliparamba and Nort

h wynad
eavy rain

paddy

there was acute shortage of rainfall

and the

drought affected the standing crops of the sewson

was not however above the no-mal level
10.Production of important Crops:

Tue estimated damage

The production cstimates of important crops m the State for the last fow

years Is given in table D of the summary tables.
oiproduction are given in table 4 { of the deta;l
scme of the principal crops is i dicated below,
1 Paddy.—The total
eerts 1376367 tonnes

roiu tion of rice

The district-wise details
ed tables. Tha- position of

in the State during the

alghit is the major ri
details of production a

as agamst 1351738 tonnes during
ce producing district in the state.
te furuishied in the foliowing table.

the previous year.
The distr ct-wise

N A

| —

TABLE No., x1v

vl il L

-Prc;dﬁ-cdun of rice (tiuues)

Distriet Pt e A M s e b
197 .-72 1972-73
Trivandrum 64182 61614
Quilon 75430 7126038
Alleppey 44249 139268
Kottayai 93649 8049 !
Tdukki - 21327
Ernakulam 121145 12301 ]
Trichur 157522 157834
Palghat 366466 353897
Malappuram 145932 169601
Kozhikode /3356 71100
- € nnanore 109807 125533
STATE 1351738 1376367
The season wise rice production for !972-73 as cor pared to
1971-72 is as follows:

——

TAsLE No. xv

Rice Production (tonues)

Scason LAY W
1971.72 1972.73

Autumn 552246 576192 -

Winter 596803 6099234

Summer 202684 19094 ]

STATE 1351738 1376367

The rice production iacreased by 1.809%,

during the year,
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2. Pulses.—The production of pulses during the yearis 13321 tonnes
as acainst 13011 tonnes in the previous year.

3. Sugarcane.—During the year th: production of guris estimated to
be 40019 tonnes wiere as the corresponding estimate for the previous
year 18 39110 tonnes.

4. Black {:ppar.—-’rhc quantity produced during the year 25150 tonnes as
against 25097 tonnes in the previous vear.

5. Dry ginger.~-1t is estimated that a quantity of 23487 tonmes dry
ginger w-s produced during rhe year as against 23313 tonnes in the previous
yvear. Kozhikode is leading districi in ginger production.

6. Turmqric (cured).—The production of cured turmeric curing the year
is 4424 tonne: where as it was 439% tonnes in the previous year.

7. Cardamom.—The newly created Idikki cistrict is the leading district in
Cardamom production. The qua .tity produced during the year is 1250
tonnes as compared to 1519 tonnes in the preceding year.

8. Betelnuts.—During the year the betelnuts production is estimated to be
13136 million nuts as against 12832 million nuts in the previous year.

9. Banana.—During the year banana production decreased to 66653
tonnes from 66900 tonnes in the previous year.

10.  Other plantains.—The production of other plantains during the year
i8 291230 tonncs as compared to 295367 tonnes in the preccding year.

I1. Cashewnut.—The total cashewnut production during the year is
113876 tonnes as against 112943 tonnes in the previous ycar. Cannanore
district tops the list in Cashewnut production.

12. Tapioca. —The tapioca praduction during the year is 569 2‘35? tonnes
as against 5429281 tonnes in the previous year. The district-wise yicld rate
of Tapioca 1s given below.,

TasLE No. XVI

District Yield rate of tapioca
(tonnes/hect.) 72-73

s —

T'rivandrum 13.11
Quilon 21.25
Alleppey 18.05
Kottayam 21.37
Idikki 23.23
‘Ernakulam 23.63
Trichur 19.68
Palghat 21.24
Malappuram 18.28
Kozhikode 14.60

Cannanore 22 .67
State 18.67
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13. Groundnut.-—This crop is cultivated only in Palghat Districi. The
qua :tity produced uring the year is 16461 tonnes as against 16769 toimes
during the previous year.

14. Sesamum.—The production of sesamum has decreasing from 3746
tonnes to 3420 tonnes during the year.

15. Cocoanut.—Quilon is the leading district in Coconul preduction.
The total production during the year is 3921 million nuts as acainst 4054
million nuts in the previous year.

16. Cofton.—Cotton cultivation is confined to Palghaydistrict of the State.
The quantity produced during the year is 8428 bales (180 Kg. each) as
against 7850 bales in the preceding year.

17. Tobacco.— Cannanore is the only tobacco producing district in the
State. The quantity of tobacco produced during the year 1459 tonnes as
against 1713 tonnes in the previous year.

18. Te¢a.—Tea producti n during the year is 43677 tonnes as compared
to 42802 tonnes in 1971-72. Idikki is the leading disirict in tea production.

19. Coffee.—During the year Coffee production has increased from 14106
tonnes to 14916 tonnes. Kozhikode District accounts for the major part

coilee production in the State.

20  Rubber.—Rubber producuon has increased during the year from
88929 tonnes to 91948 tonnes. Kottayam and Qpilon are the major rubber
producing districts of the State.

21. Lemongrass Oil.-—~The total production cluring the year is 1602 tonnes,

11 Farm prices of Certain commodities

The average farm prices of certain commodities are giveu in table F of
the summary tables and table 5.1 of the detailed tables.

12 Agricultural Wages

- District-wise and class-wise details of agricultural wage: are given i
table 6. 1.

13 Livestock, Poultry and Agricultural implements

The details relating to this have been furnished in table G of the
summary tables and table 7.1 of the detailed tables.

14 Sowing, Harvesting and Peak Marketing geriods

The information on these topics has been furnished in Table H of the
summary tables,

]
:
-
1
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PART 11
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Classification of Are

Sources of Irrigation
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C.
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Average yield per hectare of certain crops
Average price and value of production
Livestock, Poultry and Agricultural Machinery
Sowing, Harvesting and Peak Marketing Season
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TABLE—A
Classification of Area (in hectares) in Kerala State
' 1972-73 .

SL Head of Area Percentage
No. Classification

1. Total area by village papers 3858523  100.00
2. Forests 1054864 27.34
3. Land put to non-Agrl. uses 275726 7.15
4. Barren and uncultivable land 67731 | .76
5. Permanent pastures and other grazing land 27800 0.71
6. Land under miscellaneous tree crops 115007 2.97
7. Culuvable waste 74010 1.92
8. Current fallow 25664 0.67
9. Other fallows 20732 0.54
10. Net area sown 2196989 56.94
11. Total cropped area 2986478 77 .40
12. Area sown more than once 789489 20.46

TaBLE—DBI
Source of Water Supply and Net area irrigatad in Kerala (Hects')

- —_— i " e E— aams

1972-73
Sl. Net area o e e
No. irrigated h}
1. Government canals 213462
2. Private canals 10160
3. Tanks 75041
4. Wells 5460
5 Other sources 142215
6. Total | 446338
7. Percentage of net area irrigated to net area sown . 20.30
8. Area irrigated more than once in an year 176171
9. Total irrigated area 622509
10. Percentage of total irrigated area to total cropped area 20,80
i N — . e T

37/712/B
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TABLE—DB2
Gross area irrigated in Kerala (Hect.) S
o Al 1972-73
Name of crop Area b
Paddy For 509759  81.9
Sugarcane 4290 0.7
Other food crops 25690 g.9
Total food crufs 369739 1.5
Total non-food crops 52770 8.5
All crops 622509 100.0
TABLE—C
Area under crops in Kerala (Hectares)
1972.73
Name of crop Area
(1) (2)
Paddy 873704
Jowar 1519
' 4994
Other cereals and millets 5177
Total cereals and millets 885394
Tur 4861
Other pulses 32696
Total pulses 37557
Sugarcane 7765
Palmyrah othens) 8510
Total sugarcane 16275
Pepper 116343
Chillies 3205
Ginger 11802
Turmeric 4185
Cardamom 47492
Arecanut . 88633
Other condiments and spices 19379
Total condiments and spices 291039
Mangoes 57123
Citrus fruits 1959
Banana 9148
Plantains 38139
Other fresh fruits 68425
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.

——

(1) (2)
Cashewnut 101493
Total fruits 276287
Tapioca 304828
Sweet potatoes 5325
Other vegetables 32988
Total vegetables 343344
Total food crops 1349896
Groundnut 16044
Castor 343
Sesamum 11780
Cocoanut 745429
Other oil seeds 8866
Total oil seeds 782462
Cotton 7476
Tobacco 673
Tea 38377
Coffee 34651
Rubber 195603
Other drugs and plantation crops 1406
Total drugs and plantation crops 270712
Fodder crops 527
Green manure crops 18689
Lemongrass 24036
Other non-food crops 56716
Total non-foed crops 1136582
Total area under all crops 2986478
Area sown more than once 789489
Net area sown 2196989

- i
TasrLe D
Production of important crops in Kerala 1972-73
Name of crop Unit - Quantiry

(1) (2) (3)
Rice 000 tonnes 1376
Paddy " 2094
Jowar Tonnes 612
Ragi A 4382
Tur s 365
Other pulses T 12456
Sugarcane (Gur ) A 40019

25150

Pepper (P'ack)

22
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() (2) (3)
Chillies (Dry) Tonnes 2756
Ginger (Dry) £ 23487
Turmeric (cured) '3 4424
Cardamom (Processed) < 1250
Arecanut (Betelnut) Million nuts 13136
Benana Tonne 66653
Other plantains 8 291230
Cashewnut o 113876
Tapioca (raw) 000 tonnes 5692
Sweet potatoes Tonnes 23964
Groundnut ot 16461
Sesamum o 3420
Coconut Million nuts 3921
Cotton Bales of 180 kg. 8428
Tobaco Tonne 1450
Tea s 43677
Coffee i 14916
Rubber . 91948
Lemongrass Qil ¥ 1602
TABLE E
Average yield per hectare of certain crops
Name of crop Unit 1972-73 1971-72
1. Paddy Kg./Hect 2398 2351
b Jowar < 403 514
3, Ragi . < 871 954
4. Sugarcane (Gur) ¥ 5154 5160
3. Pepper (Black) ” 216 216
6.  G'nger (Dry) Gy 1990 1964
7. Turmeric (cured) % 1057 1050
8. Cardamom (Processed) '3 26 32
9. Arecanut Nuis/Hect. 148207 148074
10.  Benana Kg'/Hect. 7286 7266
LF, Other plantain ) 7636 7636
12, Cashewnuts iy 1122 1122
13. Tapioca (Raw) i 18674 17902
1 4. Groundnut 4 1026 1141
15. Sesamum w 290 318
16. Cocoanut Nuts/Hect. 5260 5551
17. Cotton Kg . /Hect. 203 189
18, Tea 5 1138 1154
19.  Coffec i 430 499
20. Rubber o 470 471
i S Sk

|
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TABLE F
Average price and total value of production 1972-73

e ————— . EET———C - mm = = m—

Average farm Value of

Name of crop Unit price production
(Rs.) (Rs. in lakhs)
] (1) 2) (3) (4
1. Paddy Tonnes 1189.82 24924 .74
2. Cocoanut (with husk) 1000 nuts 527.90 20698 .96
3. Arecanut (ripe) & 24.30 3192.05
4. Tapioca (raw) - Tonne 254.30 14475.66
5. Cashewnut v 2189.90 2493,77
6. Benana 1000 Nos. 196.50 720.40
7. Pepper (black) Tonnes 5248.50 1320.00
8. Ginger (dry) v 3017.20 708.65
9. Sugarcane " 89.32 357.40
TABLE G
Number of Livestock, Poultry and Agricultural Machinery
Sl No. i 1961 1966 1972
census  census  census
(1) (2) (3) . (4) (3) (6
L. Cattle Male (a) Breeding 29319 19387 4800
over (b) Working 515241 491281 371972
3 years (c) Others 21471 8855 14622
~ Total 566031 519523 391594
Female (a) Bieeding y
over I, in vk 428194 483419 606192
3 years  2.dry 502935 592972 578827

3. not calved 207277 133999 101849
(b) Working 11274 3605 7646

.-::c) ()i hers 12306 5247 5657
Total 1161986 1219242 1300171

R —

Young stock 1025148 1117962 1164555
Total cattle 2753165 2856727 2856320

Buffalors  Males (a) Breeding 10627 6106 2185
over b) Working 267871 241048 211467
Jyears (c) Others 6614 6696 12077

Total 285112 253850 225729

I
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T 2

g el T

(1) 7 e Bh ) @ ) (6
Female (a) Brccdjing |
over . in milk 59542 66705 83188
3 years  2.dry 49341 52777 53671
3. not calved 16846 9119 10495
(b) Working 7266 4589 6066
(c) Others 2188 1580 2360
~ Total 135113 134770 135780
Y. ung stock 64864 82615 90238
Total Buffaloes 485089 471235 471747
52 Sheep (a) One year f
and above 18949 7920 6991
(b) Below one
year 5292 3599 3330
Total 24241 11519 10321
+. Goats (a) One year |
and above 869414 757766 839053
(L) Below one
year 442848 431452 628604
Total 1312262 1189218 1467657
5. Horses and Ponies (a) 3 years and
above 366 372 333
(b) Below 3
years 42 24 118
Total 408 526 451
0. Mules 31 8 14
7. Donkeys 377 310 861
8. Camels 5 4 11
9. Pigs 122381 111928 129087
Total Livestock 4697954 4641375 4936469
10. Poultry (a) Vowls 8708664 9587286 11844548
(b) Ducks 387072 318751 3619%1
(¢c) Others e 2950 965
i1. Ploughs’ (a) Wooden 562281 475930 393714
(b) Iron 6441 17179 35103
12. Carts 21037 16309 16245
3. Sugarcane crusters (a) Power 175 457 96
(b) Bullocks 1071 989 801
14.  Oil Engines 3372 6824 18649
15. Elcetric pumps 2565 4869 9983
16, Tractors 276 418 2752

A —— ——— e —
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