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Fheface

In order to cater to the needs of decentralised planning process, this department
has taken various measures to collect and publish primary and secondary data from
the wvery bottom level. This is with an objective to help the planners and
administrators of local bodies to familarise with the availability of resources at their
command and enabling them for planning from bottom. The first issue of Panchayat
Level Statistics was published in 1996 by this department when three tier systems of
Local Self Government came info existence.

'Panchayat Level Statistics 2001' is the second in this series published with
information from all sectors, All possible efforts were taken to cover all sectors of
development. The data for this publication was collected through a multistage
operation by the statistical personal of Alappuzha District. The data available at
Grama Panchayat Level were collected by the Investigators of the Taluk Statistical
Offices. The data which were not available at the Panchayat Level Offices of various
departments and which were available at the Taluk Level Offices of those departments
were collected by the Taluk Statistical Officer / Statistical Inspector, Again the data
which were not available either at the Grama Panchayats or Taluks were collected by
the officials in the District Office. In short almost all statistical staff in the district
have an involvement in the collection of Panchayat Level Statistics.

The following persons have actively participated in the preparation of this
publication under the guidance of SriT.P Mukundan, Deputy Director (present),
Sri. M. Divakaran, Deputy Director (previous),Sri K. Sebastin Varkey, District Officer,
Sri.P.S Sivaprasad, Research Officer, Smt. K 8 Jameela, Research Assistant,
Sri A Sabirakunju, U.D.Compiler.

I gladly acknowledge the wvaluable services rendered in this venture by
Smt.S Mayadevi, Assistant Director and Smi K Haleema Beegum, Research Officer
and other members of staff in the Publication Division of the Directorate: of
Economics and Statistics. The staff’ of the Computer Division have also wholeheartly
co-operated for the release of the publication in time,

~ The earnest co-operation and guidance extended by SriM.R.Balakrishnan
Additional Director and Sri.C.C.Cherivan Kunju, Joint Director are also
commendable. :

A. Meera Sahib
DIRECTOR.
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ABOUT THE DISTRICT

The Alappuzha district in Kerala State was formed on 17" August 1957. It is the smallest
district in area but having highest density of population. The total geographical area is 1414 sq. Km.
The population of the district as per the Census 2001, was 2105349 (Provisional).

Alappuzha is a district of immense natural beauty with the Arabign sea on the west, a vast
network of backwaters, lagoons and fresh water rivers crisscrossing the land. The district is an
important backwater destination atiracting thousands of foreign tourists every year. Alappuzha is also
famous for its boat races, beaches, marine products and coir Industry.

The district lies between 9 °, 5 ' north latitude and 76 © 17 "and 76 "44 ' east longitudes. Itis
bounded on the north by Ernakulam district, east by Kottayam and Pathanamthitta districts south by
Kollam district and west by Arablan Sea. A singularity of this land is the region called Kuttanad --- a
land of lush paddy fields referred to as the 'Rice Bowl of Kerala' and one of the few places in the world

where farming is done below sea level.

The district at present consists of 6 taluks and 91 revenue villages. There are 12 Bilock
panchayaths and 5 Municipalities. In 12 Block panchayaths there are 73 Grama panchayaths.

A heavy rainfall, a8 warm humidity of atmosphere and a fairly uniform temperature throughout
the year are the characteristic climatic features of the district, In South-West Mansoon (from June o
August), the yearly normal rainfall of the district is 1511 m.m. and in North-East Manson (from October
to December), the normal rainfall is 832 m.m. Nopmaly the temperature varies between 22.6° C 1o

33 5°¢c.

Achankovil, Pumba and Manimala are the important rivers passiang through this district. The
Vembanadu which is the largest backwater in the state is in the eastem side of this district.

Soils of this district are generally classified as sandy, clay and laterite. The sandy loom covers
Karthikappally and Mavelikkara taluks, sandy soil seen in the coastal belt_of Cherthala and
Ambalappuzha taluks, clay and joom with much of activity cover Kuttanad taluk and lateric covers
mare than half of Mavelikkara taluk and entire area of Chengannur taluk.

Sand such as silica are mined from the Thanneermukkam and Chennam-Pallippuram
panchayats. The Vembanadu Lake is also the source of lime shell.

Agriculture is the important segment of the district. The main crops cultivated are Paddy,
Coconut, Tapioca, Cashew, Pepper Arecanut etc,, For the year 1897 - 98 the area and production of
rice were 43220 heclores and 95128 tones respectively. In 1999 - 2000 it is reduced 1o 35326
hectres and 92087 tonnes respectively. There was excess rainfall at the time of sowing and off
season rains at the time of harvest in Kuttanad which pushed down productivity of paddy in the district
compared to that of the previous years. The tendency of converting paddy fields to garden lands is
also seen among farmers in this district. Coconut, one of the major crops, provides income and
employment for large number of households with small land holdings. The fall in price of Coconut
combined with the widespread attack of mandari pest depressing the yield has affected the livelihood
of vast majority of the small and marginal farmers of the district. For the year 1997- 98, Coconut is
cultivated in 58621 hectres. In 1998 - 2000, it is increased to 61270 hectres. The average price qfh
coconut which was in the range of Rs.4.50 to 5.50 a nut during 1998 has fallen sharply and declined to
the range of Rs.2.75 to 3.50 a nut during the last year. Large quantities of horticulture products such
as jackfruit, mango, banana, pineapple, plantain are also produced here. sl 2

Live stock rearing provides opportunities for augmenting income and employment in the rural’
households.

The major irrigation projects of this district are Pumba Irrigation Project and Kallada Irrigation.
Project. - :

= |
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The coastal belt of about 82 k.m connected with a wide network of inland water bodies,
Alappuzha has the requisite natural endowments for emerging as a leading fish producing district In
the state. There are 55 fishing villages, where fishing and allied activities provide livelihood for vast
majority of the population. The projected fishermen population in this district during 88 - 2000 is
170171, There was an organised attempt for inland fisheries development during the last 4 years
when the 'Janakeeya Malsya Krishi ' was launched.

There are 23 large and medium industries and 19802 SSI units in this district. Coir Industry is
one of the major traditional industries in the district, which provides employment to approximately 2
lakhs workers, of whom 84% are women. Many coir units suffer from the problems of low productivity.
low investment and scarcity of raw materials. 'Coirfed’, The Kerala State Coir Corporation Lid' and
Foammattings (India) Ltd' are the 3 public sector units in the coir sector which are situated in this
district. .~ The 'MILMA' is in Punnapra South Panchayat of this district. Kerala Drugs and
Pharmaceutical Lid. And the manufacluring unit of homeo medicines in co-gperative sector -—
'HOMCO' are in Mararikkulam South Panchayat, Steel Induslries Kerala Ltd. i in Mararikulam Morth
Panchayat, Kerala Spinners is in Mannanchery Panchayal, Scooters Kerala Lid. Is in Punnapra North
Panchayat. NTPC Kayamkulam is situated in this district. it has installed capacity of 129.58 mw.

_ There was also a sea bridge in Alappuzha Port for foreign trade. The city was known as
Wenice of the East’. Trade flaurished through Alappuzha Port in the past. Coir and coir products,
Copra, Ginger, Pepper and Turmeric were important items of trade through Alappuzha port in the past.
With the development of Cochin port and road transport the important of Alappuzha port diminished.

Recently Government has taken fo rejuvenate the Alappuzha port.

According to 1991 Census, the literacy rate of the district is 93.87. There are 727 schools
comprising 405 lower primary schools 147 upper primary schools and 175 high schools. There are 48
higher secondary schools of which 19 are in the government sector and -30 in the aided private
sector. There are 12 Arts & Science Colleges. There are 3 Polytechnics of which 2 are in government
sector and 1 in private sector. College of Engineering, Kuttanad is situated in Pulikunnu Panchayat
and self-financing Engineering College; Chengannur (IMRD) is situated in Chengannur Municipality of
this district. The T. D. Medical College is in Ambalappuzha North Panchayat. CPCRI- Kayamkulam,
Rice Research Stalion-Kayamkulam, and Rice Research Institute-Mancompu are situated in this

district.
The head quarters of State Water Transport Department (SWTD) is situated in Alappuzha.

The two railway lines in the district are:- 1. Kayamkulam - Emakulam {(via Chengannur) of
length 35.7 k.m. 2. Kayamkulam - Emakulam (via Alapuzha) - coastal railway of length 88.18 k.m,

Allopathy, Ayurveda and Homeo sections togethefr have 162 Hospitals with 8788 beds and 598
dispensaries in the district. There are 10 Community heaith centres, 64 Primary Health, Centres 8

family Welfare Centres in Alappuzha.

A small Island known as 'Pathiramanal' or the "mysterious sand of midnight” is situated in
Mqhaﬂmma Panchayat of the district. 'Punnapra - Vayalar Rakthasakshi Mandapam’ in Alappuzha,
Krishnapuram, palace in Kayamkulam and Karimadi Kuttau in Amabalappuzha are historically
imporant centers. Chettikulangara devi temple, Chakkulathukavu Devi Temple, Mannarasal Nagaraja
temple, Ambalappuzha Sreekrishnaswami temple are the important hindu worship centers in this
district. St.Mary's forane church, Champakulam, St.George church, Edatua and St Sebastian church,
Arthunkal are the important Christian pilgrim centers in this district, Purakkad Arabi Sayed masjid and
Athikkattukulangara Durga Sherief are the impertant mosques in this district,

Bepiarmment of fconanicy & Swrniftiey, Kerala
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District at a Glance
1. | Area | 1414 SqKm. |
2. | Taluks e eA? &
3. | Blocks i
. Panchavat ; 1-‘_-?_
5. | Revenue village o
| 6, | Municipalities Y ]
7 Corporations 0
&, Households (as per 91 census) 'R-EEZE B
9, | Population (as per 2001 census) 2105349
| (a). Male 1012572
(b). Female 1092777
| 30 S.C.Fopulation (as per 91 census) K i*:.l_li'-“E.i ‘a
(a). Male 93926
| | (b). Female | 96429
1L | S.Tpopulation (as per v1 census) | 2801
(a). Male 407
| (b), Female 1394
12. | Sex Ratio (as per 2001 census) 1079
| 13. | Density (as per 2001 census) 1496 |
14, | Literacy Rate M-
() General (as per 2001 census) 93.66
{(b) 8.C (as per 91 census) 89.07
(c) 8.T (us per 91 census) 74.48
15. | Main Workers 602604
16. | Industrial workers 136331
i7. Agricultural workers 145641
18, | Marginal workers 79593
19. | Individual operational holdings (90 - 51) 398389
20, | Post - offices 244
21. | Ration shops 1089 |
22. | Ration card holders 382124

Department of Economlbes & Stativiey, Nevala
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