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Preface

Department of Agriculture and Co-operation, Ministry of Agriculture, Govt. of India
is conducting Agricultural Census on All India basis once in five years since 1970-71. The
sixth Agricultural Census with reference year 1995-96 was conducted during 1997-98. The
fieldwork of the Census was carried out by enumerators recruited through Employment

Exchanges under the direct supervision of departmental field staff. The tabulation and

processing is done in the Computer Division of the Department

This report is brought out on the basis of details collected during the listing of
households in the sample wards (20 percent). A detailed report based on the holding
wise details is being prepared. The same will be released shortly. It is the first time

in the history of Agricultural Census, the operational holding details are collected

gender wise.

[ take this opportunity to express our sincere thanks to Sri. K. N. Kurup, Secretary to
Govt.. Planning and Economic Affairs Department, Govt. of Kerala for his guidance and keen
interest on the conduct of the Agricultural Census. I am also thankful to Sri. Bhimsen,
Director of Agricultural Census Division, Gowt. of India for his valuable suggestions and
~dvices in the conduct of the census. We also place on record, our deep gratitude to the

guidance given by Sri. U. Thomas Sleeba, former Director of this Department.

This report was prepared by Sri. P. Surendran Pillai, Deputy Director and Sri. P.
Kochunarayana Pillai, Joint Director under the guidance of Sri. M.R. Balakrishnan,
Additional Director. I express my deep appreciation of the earnest efforts taken by the staff
of Computer Division for tabulation of the schedules. The success of the Census would not
have been possible without the services of the field level functionaries of this department. |1

appreciate all of them for their sincere and wholehearted co-operation.
| hope that this report will be useful to the Planners and Administrators related with

Agricultural Schemes especially for small and marginal farmers.

Thiruvananthapuram A. Meera Sahib

25.07.2001 Director
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Highlights of Agricultural Census 95-96

This census is the sixth one in the series in which for the first time the
distribution of operational holdings and area operated are collected

separately for male and female.

The total no. of holdings in the State as per 95-96, Agricultural Census 18
62 08 lakhs. When compared to previous census (1990-91) figure of

54 18 lakhs. it had registered an increase of 16.24 percent.

Of the 62.98 lakhs holdings 62.33 lakhs holdings are individual + Joint
holdings & 0.65 lakhs holdings are nstitutional holdings. Institutional
holdings accounts for 1.03 percent. Respective numbers for 90-91 are

53 65 lakhs and 0.53 lakhs which had showed 16.18 and 22.6 percent

increase respectively.

Out of 62.33 lakhs Individual + Joint holdings male operated holdings
are 47.73 lakhs accounting for 76.58 percent and remaining 23.42%

(14.6 lakh Nos) of holdings are managed by females.

Among the five major size classes of holdings Marginal holdings (less

than 1 ha.) accounts for the maximum share of 93.97 percent followed by

small holdings (1-2 ha.) 4.16 percent.

The total area operated under all operational holdings as per the current

census is found to be 17.11 lakhs hectors which has marginally declined

by 4.73 percent from 17.96 ha. in 90-91.

The area operated by male operational holdings (Individual +Joint) is
13 37 lakhs while that of female holdings 2 94 lakhs and Institutional
holdmgs 0 80 lakhs. The share of institutional holdings account for 4.63
percent. Out of the 16.31 lakhs ha. for (Individual -+Joint), male

holdings accounts for 81.97 percent.

As regards area operated by different size classes, marginal holders have
the highest percentage of area operated ie. 53.25 percent.

Smallholdings’ share is 20.45 percent.

The average size of operational holdings came down to 0.27 ha. as

compared to 0.33 ha. In 90-91 which is mainly due to subdivision and
4



fragmentation of holdings that are found common at every Agricultural

Census.

10. The average size of operational holdings of male is 0.28 ha. female is

0 20 ha. and institutions is 1.24 ha.

11. Among the social groups SC holding are 577682 during 95-96 census as
compared to 522146 during 90-91. The No. of scheduled, tribe holdings
are 76599 as compared to 65907 in 90-91. The increase in the case of
SC holdings is 10.63 percent and ST holdings is 10.96 percent. The
male percent of SC during 95-96 is 73.59 and that for ST is 82.11

percent.

12. The area operated by SC holdings is found to be 47674 ha. as compared
to 50188 in 90-91. The area operated by ST operational holdings is
found to be 32284 as compared to 33241 in 90-91. The decrease percent
for SC is 6.49 and that for ST 2.87 respectively. The area operated by
male holdings for SC is 37192 which 1s 78.01 percent and that of ST
male holdings is 27798, which accounts for 86.10 percent.

13. The average size of holding of SC is 0.08 ha. as compared to 0.09 in 90-
91. The average size of holdings of ST holdings 1s 0.44 ha. as compared
to 0.50 ha. In 90-91.

14. Among the Districts, Thiruvananthapuram accounts for maximum no. of
holdings (12.20 percent) followed by Ernakulam (9.65%) and Thrissur
(9.64 %). The lowest no. is In Wayanad (2.47%). The average size of
holding is maximum in Wayanad 0.61 ha. followed by Kasargod 0.49 ha.

and Idukky (0.48 ha)). It is minimum in Thiruvananthapuram District

(0.12 ha) and at Kollam it 1s 0.16 ha.




Preliminary Report

1. Introduction

The Agricultural Census was organized as part of the World Agricultural
Census Programme sponsored by the Food and Agricultural Organisation of the
United Nations. Encouraged by the utility of data generated, it was decided to
conduct Agricultural Census quinquennially.  The first comprehensive Agricultural
Census was conducted in India with Agricultural year 1970-71 as reference period by
the Department of Agriculture and Co-operation in collaboration with State and Union
territories. In Kerala the Department of Economics and Statistics is entrusted to
undertake the survey. The second, third, forth and fifth Agricultural Censuses were
conducted with reference years 1975-76, 1980-81, 1985-86 and 1990-91 respectively.

The present census, sixth in the series. has 1995-96 as its reference period.
Due to certain technical and administrative problems, there was delay in undertaking

the census. The listing work of the present survey was carried out during the period

97-98 and follow up Survey in 1998-99.

2.  Coverage and Sample Design of the Census

The agriculture census 1995-96 is comprised of two phases, Main census and
Input Survey. Under the main census, information 18 collected in respect of (i)
~umber and area of operational holdings, (i1) tenure and tenancy status, (iii) land
utilization, (iv) irrigation status, (v) area under crops. Under the input survey,
- formation was collected in respect of (1) multiple cropping (i1) application of
chemical fertilizers, manures and pesticides, (iii) livestock, (iv) agriculture machinery
and (v) rural credit etc. All information relating to main census was collected

separately for the social groups viz scheduled castes, scheduled tribes and others.
Classification was also made as individual, joint and institutional holdings.

The Current Agricultural Census, as in the past is conducted on a Census-cum-
sample basis. Complete enumeration method by re-tabulating the land records
available at village level is adopted in the States and Union Territories (expect Kerala,
Orissa, and W. Bengal) where comprehensive land records are maintained. In the
states like Kerala where comprehensive land records are not available, the data are
collected through household enquiry method by adopting a stratified two stage

sampling method.



Like the last censuses, in the present census also, development block was

considered as the stratum in rural area and municipality/corporation, in urban area.
From each block 20% of panchayat, wards and from each municipality/corporation
20% of wards/divisions were selected using systematic random sampling method.
Altogether details were collected from 2464 sample wards-2143 from blocks and 321
from municipalities and corporations-as against 2166 (2041 + 125) wards during the
Fourth Agricultural Census (1985-86) and 2302 (1998+304) in the fifth Agricultural
Census (1990-91). (District wise details given as Appendix 1.)

The main object of agricultural census is to collect size class wise information
in respect of operational holdings as distinct from ownership holding. An operational
holding is defined as all land which is used wholly or partly for agricultural
production and is operated as one technical unit by one person alone or with others
without regard to title, legal form, size or location. The technical unit has been
defined as that unit which is under the same management and has the same means of
production such as labour force, machinery and animals. This implied that the
holding might be either fully owned or fully rented or partly owned or partly rented or
cultivated under any other arrangement. The land of the holding might be located n
one single compact block or spread over as scattered fragments. The entire area might
be in a single territorial jurisdiction or might be spread over to more than one such

jurisdiction. The common factor was that it was under single management having its

own set of facilities and resources.

The holder or the operator as far as the agricultural census is concerned is the
person who was responsible for the management of the holding. He had to take
decisions on all major agriculture operations. It was the extent of responsibility of
decision taking that accounts. He might do the work of one or more operations

himself and may direct and supervise the work done by others under his instructions.

The operator might thus be an owner, a member of owner’s household, tenant,
sharecropper, etc. The operational holder can be classified as individual, joint or
institutional. If the holding was operated either by one person alone or by a group of
persons who are the members of the same household, it was considered as an
individual holding. It two or more persons belonging to two different households
shared jointly the economic and technical responsibility for the operation it was

treated as joint operational holding. Holdings such as government farms, sugarcane



factories, co-operative farms, land managed by trust etc. were treated as institutional
holdings. Operated area included both cultivated and uncultivated area provided part
of it is put to agricultural production during the reference period. It covered the land
occupied by buildings that are within the cultivated area. Operated area would

exclude government forestland, government wasteland etc.

During the 1* three censuses, the data in respect of main census was collected
utilizing the services of the personnel of the Revenue Department under the technical
guidance of this department. During the forth as well as fifth census, the data on main
census were collected utilizing the service of the investigators of this department, in
addition to their normal duties. The present .census was conducted utilizing the
services of unemployed youth selected through employment exchanges.

This preliminary report gives details regarding the number and area of
operational holdings in respect of all the eleven size classes ranging from less than
0.02 hectare to 20 hectares and above for individual, joint and institutional holdings
with break down for scheduled castes, scheduled tribes and others separately for Male

and female. The tabulation was done in the computer division of the Department.

3 Results of the survey

The total number of operational holdings in the state have increased from
54.18 lakhs in 1990-91 to 62.98 lakhs in 1995-96 recording an increase of 16.24%.
The increase in 1985-86 to 91 was 10.67%. The area comprised in those holdings
during the respective years were 17.96 lakhs hectares and 17.11 lakhs hectors
respectively. The average size of the holding has decreased from 0.33 hectare to 0.27
hectare during the above period.

The number of individual holdings have increased in all the districts. The area
of individual holdings has slightly decreased in Kannur, Wayanad, Kozhikkode,
[dukky, Kottayam, Pathanamthitta, Kollam, and Thiruvananthapuram Districts. The
district wise number and area of total operational holdings (including institutional) in
the state is given below as Appendix 11.

The number of individual holdings belonging to Scheduled Caste has
increased from 5.22 lakhs to 5.78 lakhs and Scheduled Tribe from 0.66 lakhs to 0.73
lakhs. Area of the holding of the Scheduled Tribe and Scheduled Caste showed slight
decrease during the census [That of SC from 0.50 lakhs to 0.48 lakhs and that of ST

from 0.33 lakhs to 0.32 lakhs]



During the current census, it is estimated that 2674 holdings are operated

jointly as compared to 1608 holdings during 1990-91. The area operated i1s 3358

hectares as against 1239 hectares in 1990-91.

The number of institutional holdings has been estimated as 64985 and these
holdings accounted for an area of 80435 hectares as compared to 53123 numbers
having 39312 hectares in 1990-91.

" Eleven size classes have been adopted in the State for classifying the holdings.
Detailed district-wise tables in respect of the estimated number and area of
operational holdings have been prepared separately for scheduled caste/scheduled
tribe and others. Eleven size classes have been regrouped into five size classes viz.
(1) below 1 hectare (marginal) (2) 1 to 2 hectares (small) (3) 2 to 4 hectares (semi-
medium) (4) 4 to 10 hectares (medium) (5) 10 hectares and above (large) for
comprehensive analysis. For the purpose of comparison the particulars of the number

of holdings and area in respect of the operational holdings (including institutional

holdings) in Kerala are given below.

Sl : 1990-91 1995-96
No Size Class No. Lakhs Area lakhs ha. No. Lakhs Arca Lakhs ha.
i Mg 50.16 (92.58) | 8.65 (48.19) |59.18 (93.99) | 9.11 (53.24)

(Below 1 ha.)
2 | Small (1 ha.- 2 ha.) 2.80(5.17) | 3.84(21.38) | 2.62(4.16) | 3.50(20.46)

Semi Medium

3 (2 ha.-4 ha)) 098 (1.81) | 2.55(14.20) | 0.95(1.50) | 2.43 (14.20)
Medium

4 (4 ha.-10 ha.) 0.21 (0.39) 1.14 (6.35) | 0.20(0.32) 1.04 (6.08)

5 | Large (above 10 ha.) 0.03 (0.05 1.78 (9.91) 03 (0.05) 1.03 (6.02)
Total 54.18 (100) | 17.96 (100) | 62.98 (100) | 17.11 (100)

(Figures in brackets are percentages)

The Male female break up of No. of holdings and area is given as Appendix
[II. Out of Total of 62.98 lakhs holdings male holdings accounts for 47.73 lakhs
(75.79%) and female holding 14.60 lakhs (23.18%) and the remaining 0.65 lakhs are
institutional holdings. As regards area (17.11 lakhs ha) 78.14% (13.37 lakhs ha.)
accounts for (7.16%) male operators where as female share is only (2.94 lakhs ha).

Institutional holdings operate an area of 0.81 lakhs ha. of the total (4.70%).

9
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Distribution of Operational Holdings 95-96
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Distribution of Operational Holdings 95-36
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APPENDIX 1

AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 95-96

District wise Total No. of Units, Selected for Census

B T X T No. of Wards selected main
S| Nameof |No. of | No. of it [ Passiy.| Wards| Ward | Tota ot
ND} District | Taluks|Blocks Cisthora-| -yith (Urban |(Rural | Wards Urban|Rurdl | Total | npat
tion
l ‘ 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 100017 B2 33
l E:;“nf“"a“tha PR | S T 84 | 150 | 949 | 1099 | 191 | 31 |222| 64
2 Kollam 5 13 3 71 88 | 848 | 936 | 171 | 18 | 189 | 57
FE‘- Pathanamthitt | 5 9 3 54 76 L 32V 39 04T TS ) TIR 35
4 |Alappuzha 6 12 5 71 136 | 744 | 880 | 150 | 27 [ 177 | 50
5 |Kottayam 5 11 4 73 104 | 753 | 857 | 151 | 20 | 171 | 351
6 | Idukki 4 8 I 51 28 | 493 | 521 | 99 | 6 [105| 33
7 |Eranakulam 7 15 9 86 242 | 890 | 1132 | 178 | 48 | 226 | 60
8 | Thrissur 5 17 7 98 164 | 1056 | 1220 | 209 | 34 | 243 | 70
_F) 'Palakkad 5 13 4 90 112 | 948 | 1060 | 189 | 23 | 212 | 63
10 l("f;‘l“pp“m“‘ 4 | 14| 5 | 94 | 144 |1208]1202| 221 | 31 | 252 74
|1 |Kozhikode 3 12 3 76 10371 8560959 | 171 | 20 | 191 | 87
12 |Wayanad 3 3 I 24 20 . 1.2701-290-| 55+). 4|59+ 19
13 [Kannur 3 9 6 81 152 | 856 | 1008 | 172 | 33 | 205 | 58
14 |Kasaragod 2 1 2 37 64 | 410 | 474 | 82 | 12 | 94 | 28
Total 61 152 58 990 | 1583 [10702(12235| 2143 | 322 [2465| 719

* No Separate Taluk Office for 2 taluks in Malappuram (Total 63 lakhs)
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APPENDIX 11

AGRICULTURAL CENSUS

DISTRICT WISE NUMBR & AREA OF TOTAL OPERATIONAL

HOLDINGS 1995-1996

S:} District Number ,?fnﬂzl Area (ha) ;/g:; :STziaog;

oldings
01 | Thiruvananthapuram| 763159 12.20 93073 5.44 0.12
02 | Kollam 550747 8.74 91013 5.32 0.16
03 | Pathanamthitta 291802 4.63 90391 5.28 0.31
04 | Alappuzha 443734 7.05 83312 4.87 0.19
05 | Kottayam 389840 6.19 139155 8.13 0.36
06 IdukKi 283906 4.51 133332 7.91 0.48
07 | Eranakulam 607981 9.65 133059 7.78 0.22
08 | Thrissur 606893 0.64 140170 8.19 0.23
09 | Palakkad 4388082 7.25 193559 11.32 0.40
10 | Malappuram 567706 9.01 148666 8.69 0.26
11 | Kozhikkode 521551 8.28 110350 6.45 0.21
12 | Wayanad 155285 2.47 95272 5.57 0.61
13 | Kannur 421149 6.69 158499 9.27 0.38
14 | Kasargod 2012.20 3.19 98858 5.78 0.49
State Total 6298055 100 1710709 100 0.27

15




APPENDIX 111

Male Female Distribution of Total No. of Operational Holdings
According to Size Class Groups 95-96 in Kerala

\ Male Female Total Institution Total

I Marginal 4455394 | 1405249 | 5860643 | 56997 | 5917640
B 75.29 23.75 99.04 0.96 | 100.00
2 |Small 218790 39429 | 258219 4057 | 262276
| | 83.42 15.03 98.45 1.55 100.00
'3 |Semi Medium 81056 12284 93340 2163 95503
| 84.87 12.86 97.74 2.26 100.00
4 |Medium 16288 2427 18715 1019 19734
82.54 12.30 94.84 5.16 100.00

5 |Large 1933 250 2183 719 2902
| 66.61 8 61 75.22 24.78 100.00
Total 4773461 | 1459639 | 6233100 64955 | 6298055
75.79 23.18 98.97 1.03 100.00

Male Female Distribution of Total Area under Operational Holdings
According to size class groups 95-96 (in ha) in Kerala

Male Female Total Institution Total
| |Marginal 707474 | 192746 | 900220 10528 | 910748
' 77.68 21.16 98.84 1.16 100.00
2 |Small 292152 52017 | 344169 5508 | 349677
| 83.55 14.88 98 42 1.58 100.00
3 |Semi Medium 205679 32466 | 238145 5537 | 243682
84.40 13.32 97.73 2.27 100.00
4 |Medium 85272 12659 97931 5881 | 103812
' 82.14 12.19 94.33 5.67 100.00
5 |Large 46089 3720 49809 52081 | 102790
44 84 3.62 48 46 51.54 100.00
Total 1336666 | 293608 | 1630274 80435 | 1710709
Percentage 78.14 17.16 95.30 4.70 100.00
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